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The Hollow of Ills Hand. 

The "hollow of III* band"'— 

O what a breadth of space I 
We cannot understand 

How ranch it holds of grace. 
When human hand -clasps fall, 

And eyes we love grow dim ; 
When bloom of youth turns pale, 

Ah 1 then we look to Him ; 
And looking, find far more 

Than we had dared to dream; 
For God doth keep in store. 

Gifts richer than they seem. 
Our little cups we take 

To His great fount of love, 
Thinking our thirst to slake 
With droppings from above ; 
When, to 1 He brims them o'er, ' 

With floods of good untold, 
And ceases not to poor 

Till we would fain cry, "Hold t" 
Teach us, O Lord; to take 

Thy measure, full and grand ; 
And then our thirst we'll slake, 

From the "hollow of thy hand." 
—Selected. 

The Duties of Presbyters and 
Others. 


Written, bv Potycarp, a discipU of St. 

John and burned at the stake after , 

being a Christian 88 ytart. 

And let the presbyters be com- 
passionate and merciful to all, 
bringing h»ck those that wander, 
visiting all the sick, and not 
neglecting the widow, the orphan 
or the poor, but always providing 
for that which is becoming in the 
light of God and men ; abstain- 
ing from all wratb, respect of 
persons, and unjnet judgment, 
keeping far off from all covetous 
nose, uot quickly crediting [an 
evil report] against any one, not 
severe in judgment, at knowing 
that we are all under a debt of 
■in. If then we entreat the Lord 
to forgive us, we ought also 
ourselves to forgive ; for we are 
before the eyes of our Lord and 
God, and we must all appear at 
the judgment seat of Christ, and 
every one give an account of 
himself. Let us then serve him 
in tear, and with all reverence, 
even as he himself has command- 
ed us, and as tin apostle who 
preached the gospel unto ub, and 
the prophets who proclaimed 
beforehand the comiug of the 
Lord. Let as be zealous in the 
pursuit of that which is good, 
keeping ourselves from causes of 
offence, from false brethren, and 
from thoBe who in hypocrisy 
hear the name of the Lord, and 
draw away vain men in error. 


The Anchor of the Church. 

BY B. II. BASIiOn. 

Not long since, a number of 
brethren were conversing upon 
subjects enveloped in the inter- 
ests of the church, when a gen- 
tleman present made the follow- 
ing- statement which is of to 
much more than passing interest 
that it is handed out as a sugges- 
tion to the brethren at large. 

"Gentlemen, there can be but 
one possible excuse for the exist- 
ence of you people as a separate 
religious organization. If you 
but preach and practice doctrines 
in common with the denomina- 
tions around you, or with any 
one denomination, yon are only 
a fifth wheel in the wagon and 
should at onoe disband. But if 
yon preach and practice gospel 
elements and doctrines not taught 
and practiced by others, then 
you have a substantial plea with 


which to go before the world. 
Your strength lies in your dis- 
tinctive church olaims. Too of 
course preach all the gospel tea- 
turee and gospel doctrines preach- 
ed by other churches, but your 
strength I say, lies in the wisdom 
and ability with which yon pre- 
sent, maintain and defend the dis- 
tinctive doctrines and ordinances 
you hold and practice which oth- 
ers do uot. If you can convince 
the thinking community that yon 
not only preach and practice 
things taught by the gospel 
which they neglect or disobey, 
you will commend yourselves fa- 
vorably to the most thoughtful 
and substantial cIbbb in the local- 
ities where you labor. I am seek- 
ing to lead a faithful Christian 
lite and have been for years. Now 
if you can show me that you have 
gospel ordinances and gospel 
practices which my church fails 
to preach and practice, I am 
ready to step in and become a 
part of your people. If you can 
not do this yon have no right to 
exist as you are. You should at 
onoe disband and come with us. 
Yon have no right to divide up 
the Christian world and put out 
a new denomination and denom- 
inational plea when you have no 
additional gospel doctnne to 
stand on which others neglect. 
I have closely watched you peo- 
ple for months, and now I want 
to frankly say that I believe yon 
are not a success in this commun- 
ity for the simple reason that 
your young preacher is not 
preaching to the people anything 
to believe and do, that they have 
not believed and done already." 

When it was explained to him 
that in addition to all that is gos- 
pel which others preach and hold, 
we practice trine immersion, feet 
washing, the Lord's supper, in 
connection with the loaf and cap 
of communion, the salutation of 
the holy kiss, anointing the sick 
with oil, non-resistance and non- 
swearing, and when some hours 
had afterwards been spent in a 
careful scriptural exposition of 
the reasons for such faith and 
practice, he gave hie hand to 
unite and labor with us, with the 
remark : "Brother, in a faithful, 
earnest, and oareful presentation 
of this one feature of the gospel 
lies your denominational strength 
and in the strength of the posi- 
tion will be the secret of your 
success." 

We may say, do and argue at 
we may, but the evangelists of 
the church find as they come in 
contact more and more with the 
thinking classes and reach out 
further in their work, that it is 
this one feature of the church 
that commends ua to the seeker 
after truth and wins the moat 
substantial and thoughtful men 
to our standard the church ever 
gains. Men grounded in the gos- 
pel doctrines we teach and prac- 
tice which others neglect are al- 
ways the "posts" and "pillars" 
in the local congregation, and are* 
they who give strength and tone 
to its influence. They are the 
ones who "stand firm" when 
storms and clouds arise, and form 
the "little bands" in every con- 
gregation, op whose counsel, ad- 
vice and help the pastor and 


evangelist must depend. The 
other class are the men who op- 
pose doctrinal preaching, are 
ashamed to have feet washing 
preached, think that other ways 
will do, and who, when storms 
and trouble set to, seek hornet 
elsewhere, or grow cold and re- 
main away from church. True, 
we should preach the whole gos- 
pel, but that part preached by 
our religious neighbors does not 
require as much insistence upon 
by our preachers ae the part of 
the gospel they neglect and 
which forms the only excuse for 
the separate existence of the 
Brethren church. 

Nor is the gentleman above re- 
ferred to the Only man the evan- 
gelist meets who expresses views 
of the kind. He meets them 
everywhere and they are invaria- 
bly wide awake business men, 
men of thought and culture and 
influence, and who see into the 
future of years and recognize 
that the strength ol.a people lies 
in the strength of distinctive doc- 
trines fully, faithfully and un- 
compromisingly taught. 

Not long since the writer came 
in contact with an ambitions 
young preacher who was making 
a strong effort to disbelieve in 
the strictly gospel character of 
the ceremonies of the Brethren 
church. lie it a young' man of 
some ability and fair promise as 
a preacher, and if faithful in his 
work will some day stand as one 
ot our trusted and effective work- 
ers. But he is just now cursed 
with that species of thirst for no- 
toriety that unsettles a man and 
unfits him for everything except 
a vacilating course which shakes 
the confidence of men in his sta- 
bility and integrity. lie ie just 
where so many thousands of 
promising young men have been 
wrecked and ruined in their pros- 
pects in life. "The Methodists 
or Baptists have made me a 
tempting offer." Is that it 1 Is 
that where the trouble lies ? Yes, 
that is tbe hinge on which the 
wavering turn? The highest 
bidder takes the prize, and the 
man. sells hie religious convic- 
tions for money. A few extra 
dollars did the work. Then 
what ? Well, the Methodists or 
the Baptists get the preacher, 
and they do not find half the 
pleasure in possession they did 
in pursuit. They hear him preach 
every Sunday, learn hie weak- 
ness and idiosyncrasies, and are 
fully convinced that after all he 
he is way below their able and 
tried preachers. He was a big 
man and a king on the village 
green among the few boys that 
played with him there. On the 
square of the great city he ie but 
a boy, and in a little while it 
crowded back to take a boy's 
place and do a boy's work. This 
crashes his conceit, breaks his 
ambition ; he sinks into entire in- 
significance and is soon lost to 
view. Yon will either find him 
in some out ot the way place, 
preaching on a salary scarcely 
sufficient to keep body and ton I 
together, or out of the church al- 
together. This is the sad ending 
to many a promising and ambi- 
tious life. Young men sprung 
up in the Dunkard church. 


Where fair preaching talent was 
at a premium they toon became 
men of prominence. A flattering 
committee from a popular church 
offered a bright prize, and they 
went over. Today, out of a full 
dozen, the writer knowt not one 
but occupies a humble position, 
with ambition blighted, or has 
entirely apostatized by being 
forced into tome other position 
to make money on which to live. 
Now brother, just one word of 
wholesome advice. You take the 
new step, and no difference what 
inducements are extended, nor 
what your estimate ol your abil- 
ity, ten years will not pass until 
one or tbe other of the above po- 
sitions wilt be yours. Remain 
where you are. Study carefully 
the evidence ot the substantial 
nature of our claims, pursue a 
course of general reading and in 
every way lit yourself for useful- 
ness in your calling. We have 
few ministers of much promise, 
but we are growing, and growing 
fast. In ten years we will have 
a respectable publisbiug interest, 
a promising college well support- 
ed, large and growing churches, 
and though you sacrificed at first 
yon will have enlarged experience 
and ability, will have reached a 
class ot people no other church 
could reach and will have a posi- 
tion of honor and trust in a 
church full of promise and credit, 
Tbe more you study and preach 
the faith of the gospel as we are 
preaching it today, the more you 
will see of its beauty and 
strength. But begin vacillating, 
and you will lose es'eem of your 
brethren and the useful channel 
in which tbe good God would 
place yon for Baving souls. This 
it no fancy picture. You will 
find it a cold, hard, solid fact 
when it is too late, if you make 
the false move, and one ot much 
satisfaction if you tall on the 
right side. Everywhere we are 
having calls to work. Souls are 
perishing for the bread of life. A 
mighty army of strong, noble 
warriors are waiting to put on 
the wbole armor of God and 
rush to the battle. Go out, till 
these calls, save souls for Christ, 
preach the whole gospel and 
nothing but the gospel, and in 
days to come, you and I, perhaps 
when old, white-headed, gray- 
bearded men, will sit and talk 
over the conflicts and sacrifices 
ot the past and die blessing God 
for the mighty victory in soul 
winning we have gained. 


'Roaring .Springs, Pa. 
Left home on the 27th of Dec, 
1883, for a visit to Johnstown, 
Uonemangh and neighboring 
congregations, in the interest of 
the sale of the book of Bro. Ma 
son, on church ordinances a work 
that should be read and studied 
by every member of the Brethren 
Church. We should be ready at 
all times to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you. 
Many of our people are not 
properly indoctrinated, and not 
able to tell why they practice 
certain ordinances. Now the 
"Gospel according to Jesus," fills 
this long felt want in inch a clear 
manner, easily to be understood 


and yet in a very forcible man- 
ner. 

Well I got to Johnstown where 
I remained over Sunday, and 
acted a sort of John the Baptist 
or pioneer for Bro. J. I>. Mc- 
Faden, who is now holding a 
protracted meeting with fair 
prospects of success. I visited 
Conemaugh and mul the breth- 
ren at theFairview church, hold- 
ing a business meuting for the 
purpose of calling tome one to 
terve them as pastor lor next 
year. Bro. E, H. Smith, of Viuco, 
Pa., was asked to till this import- 
ant position, and he accepted it, 
when the charge was given him 
in a short but very nointed ad- 
dress by the bishop, Wnj. Byere, 
who is a most excellent and 
whole-souled old,brotber. I then 
returned to Johnstown to help 
encourage the work by Bro, Mo- 
Faden, to the evening ot the 4th 
of January, 1889, and had the 
pleasure of seeing five come out 
amid rejoicing of God's people 
oo the Lord's side. I believe 
many more are almost persuaded. 
How sad to think altnoet per- 
suaded means surely to be lott if 
they stop then and go no farther. 
May God help them come to 
Christ ere this meeting closes, is 
my prayer. 

John G. Snider. 

Jan. 4th, 1889. 


Zimmerman, Ohio, 

The church here is progressing 
nicely. Our protracted meeting 
came to a close without any ac- 
cessions to tbe church at present, 
but may drop a seed in some 
barren spot where it may sprout 
and grow. Brethren Brown and 
Ridenour conducted the meeting ; 
they came to us and quite sur- 
prised us ae the post-master de- 
layed a letter. Bro. Ridenour 
came over on Friday evening 
and found now appointment, and 
we did not know until Saturday 
morning that -he was here, then 
we got the letter and Jound that 
Bro. Brown was coming that 
evening. We done all we could 
to get it announced so as to have 
meeting that evening, and we 
had a very good crowd, and had 
throughout the meeting, al- 
though the weather was very bad 
at times. Nevertheless we had 
a good meeting. On the 29tb of 
Dec, we held a council meeting 
and elected a minister and one 
deacon. Bro. J. M, Miller waa 
elected to the full minittry and 

Bro. John waa elected 

doaoon, with the privilege to 
preach. So we will have preach- 
ing every two weeks' and prayer 
meeting every Sunday night. 
We were made sad when Bro. 
Brown announced that he waa 
going to leave us and that this 
was bia last trip to the valley. 
So we gave him good by with 
sad hearts, and if we never meet 
again on earth may we meet in 
hea en where parting ie no 
more. 

The ladies htre have organiz- 
ed a Ladies' Christian Aid So- 
ciety for the purpose of finishing 
the ohuroh. Next Saturday 
night, if the weather will permit, 
we hold services tor the benefit 
of tbe society. We ask the 
prayers of all the churches that. 
we may have succeet as a church. 
C. F. Millie. 
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